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Aim high,  
stay grounded

Our breadth of offering in 
the classroom and beyond 
ensures our pupils can explore 
and develop their skills and 
abilities across a wide range 
of disciplines. Our pupils excel 
in all areas, including sport, 
music, art and drama.

Our strong pastoral support 
system and excellent all-

    Clifton College 
enables pupils 
to become well-
rounded, capable 
individuals, equipped 
to fulfil their own 
potential.
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round education provision 
helps our pupils mature 
into inspiring young adults 
and encourages leadership, 
organisation, responsibility, 
resourcefulness and self-
reliance. 

Our pupils leave Clifton not 
only with strong academic 
success, but with a unique 
set of skills, attributes and 
personal qualities which 
enable them to succeed in 
their working and personal 
lives. 

Dr Tim Greene
Head Master 
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1862
Forward
Clifton College was set up 
by Bristol businessmen and 
led by Dr John Percival, a 
visionary, intellectual Head 
Master who believed in the 
importance of science, the 
higher education of women 
and racial tolerance. He 
was a Victorian ahead of his 
time and aimed to produce 
‘children of varied but 
definite character’ and to 
help develop young people 
who were confident without 
arrogance and had a sense of 
responsibility towards others; 
characteristics which remain 
today.
 
He believed that the 
school’s diverse community, 
remarkable learning 
environment and spiritual 
guidance were central to its 
success. Along with a broad 
academic curriculum, he 
also attached a great deal 
of importance to the benefit 

    The vision of our 
founders continues to 
inspire our future.

of activities outside the 
classroom. These principles 
still shape the present-day 
College, as do the pupils that 
have trodden its corridors 
over the past century and a 
half.
 
The inventors, entrepreneurs, 
Nobel Prize winners and 
sportsmen and women 
among our alumni continue to 
inspire our pupils. Individuals 
throughout the College’s 
history have helped shape the 
world around them. Well-
known Old Cliftonians include 
Oscar winner John Houseman 
and actors Sir Michael 
Redgrave, Trevor Howard, 
John Cleese and Sir Simon 
Russell Beale; novelists Joyce 
Cary, L.P. Hartley and Geoffrey 
Household; journalist and 
commentator John Inverdale; 
inventor of the first business 
computer, John Pinkerton; 
GB Hockey player Lily Owsley; 
and Nobel Prize winners Sir 
John Kendrew, Sir John Hicks 
and Sir Nevill Mott.
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Integrity
spirit,
resilience

We treat each other with 
kindness, sincerity and 
respect. We are liberal and 
open-minded, free from 
prejudice and pretension.

We strive to make a positive 
difference in everything we do.

We are determined to explore 
and develop what excites 
and motivates us, to fulfil 
our potential and realise our 
dreams.

We are curious, adventurous 
and intellectually agile. 

We believe everyone should 
be empowered and supported 
to take risks. We are not afraid 
of setbacks. We learn from our 
successes and challenges.

We encourage bravery and, 
through reflection, build inner 
strength. 

Integrity⸺

Spirit⸺

R
esilience⸺
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Excellence
in learning

We strive to have one of the 
strongest senior common 
rooms in the country with 
teachers who lead in their 
sector. They use innovative 
teaching techniques and have 
a strong understanding of 
individual pupil’s needs.

We are proud of the facilities 
and high standard of teaching 
across all our departments 
and the level of success 
achieved by our pupils in the 
wide range of subject areas, 
from Science, Mathematics 

    As one of the 
leading public 
schools, we 
encourage intellectual 
risk-taking and 
deliberately create an 
environment where 
pupils are free to 
question, discover, 
aim high and succeed.

and English to Modern 
Languages, Classics and 
Philosophy. The broad range 
of subjects our students go on 
to specialise in at university 
and beyond is testament to 
the opportunities available 
for pupils to excel across all 
areas.

Our pupils achieve strong 
academic results and go on 
to study at top universities 
in the UK and abroad. 
Destinations include 
Oxford, Cambridge and the 
Russell Group universities, 
and courses range from 
Economics, Classics, and 
Law, to Medicine, Business, 
Engineering, and Fine Art.

Pupils have also gone on 
to study at top universities 
around the world including 
Yale, Florida State, UCLA and 
Arizona State, as well as Hong 
Kong University.
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Enable, 
develop  
& support

In the Upper School, the 
adventure of learning 
begins in the Third Form. 
The curriculum provides 
excitement and challenge, 
and begins to foster the 
independent learning in 
pupils that encourages 
proactive thinking and 
accountability. 

In the Fourth and Fifth Form, 
pupils go on to study a 
balanced and varied range 
of subjects alongside the 
core curriculum of English, 
Mathematics, Science 
and languages. From 
Ancient Greek to Design 
and Technology, there is 
something to spark the 
interest of each individual.

― The breadth of 
subjects on offer 
enables us to develop 
the skills and interests 
of each individual. 

Our Sixth Form provides 
enormous variety of 
curriculum subjects at A Level 
and BTEC. Our wide breadth 
of 39 subject choices include 
Drama and Theatre, Music 
Technology, Photography, 
Philosophy, Politics, Sculpture 
and Ceramics, Computer 
Science, Product Design and 
many more.

Students enjoy greater 
privileges and independence 
in the Sixth Form and have 
their own Junior Common 
Room. Located in the heart 
of the city, pupils benefit 
from an array of museums, 
galleries, theatres, cinemas, 
shops, restaurants and cafés. 

To see the subjects we have 
on offer for GCSE and A Level 
courses, please see page 58.
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A fulfilling 
lifestyle

Our pupils lead busy, active 
and fulfilling lives, where they 
are able to learn valuable 
skills and discover new 
enthusiasms and talents. 
The school offers a varied 

― The extensive 
offering of trips, 
activities and sports 
that take place 
outside the classroom 
are more than just 
add-on ‘extras’; they 
form part of the well-
rounded education 
offered at Clifton.

calendar of events and 
activities throughout the 
year which include sports, 
drama, music, art, outdoor 
pursuits, Combined Cadet 
Force, community work and 
clubs ranging from chess to 
mountain biking.

Clifton provides an 
environment for pupils 
to become well-rounded, 
capable individuals who 
are ready to go out in the 
world and make a difference. 
The wide range of activities 
available teaches skills 
like perseverance and 
resourcefulness as well as 
developing independence, 
leadership and teamwork. 
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Home 
from 
home
It engenders a sense of 
belonging in all our pupils 
and delivers outstanding 
individual care. Each pupil 
is allocated to a single-sex 
House which becomes their 
home from home. Both day 
and boarding houses benefit 
from the same pastoral care 
structure, creating a House 
family to provide support and 
guidance to each pupil.

For boarding pupils, 
the Housemaster or 

    The House system 
is central to the 
College’s approach.

Housemistress and their 
family live in the House. All 
houses benefit from having
an assistant, a matron, tutors, 
and sometimes a pet to form 
the House family unit.

Within the House system, 
there are a range of boarding 
options to meet the ever-
changing needs and 
requirements of each family. 
This added flexibility allows 
for the choice of boarding 
seven nights per week, flexi 
boarding up to four nights a 
week, or occasional boarding 
on a per-night basis.
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Where 
friends 
become 
family

The bonds in each House 
are close and inter-House 
competitions form a fun and 
exciting part of College life, 
enabling pupils to represent 
their House and also bringing 
all the Houses together. 
The sporting competitions, 
inter-House Debating, House 

― At Clifton, friends 
and housemates soon 
become family.

Play Festival and House Song 
Competition are some of the 
most anticipated events in the 
school calendar.

While pupils form strong 
friendships through their 
class, co-curricular activities 
and the many other shared 
activities in the school 
calendar, the friendships they 
form within their House are 
also a valued part of their 
Clifton College experience.
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Inspirational
environment

The Percival Library, for 
example, is a beautiful Grade 
II listed building dating back 
to 1870. It is home to more 
than 15,000 books and a 
digital library.

― Our combination of 
heritage and modern 
facilities make for 
a magical learning 
environment that 
inspires our pupils 
and offers resources 
to develop their 
individual skills and 
talents.

Another of our most cherished 
buildings is our elegant Grade 
II listed Chapel built in 1867, 
where generations of pupils 
have gathered to celebrate 
key events and milestones.

The school was one of the 
first public schools to teach 
science and the College’s 
Science School dates back 
to 1927. It is fully resourced 
with the latest equipment 
and technology, has its own 
lecture theatre and its own 
library, the Stone Library, 
containing periodicals as 
well as rare books and 
manuscripts.
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Where 
state of 
the art is 
tradition

Specialised buildings, such 
as the Joseph Cooper Music 
School, the purpose-built 
dance studio, the art studios 
and ceramics workshop, and 
the Redgrave Theatre, ensure 
our pupils have access to first-
class facilities that enhance 
their educational experience.

― From our Olympic-
standard sports 
pitches to our 
exceptional recording 
studio, we are proud 
of our wide ranging 
facilities.

The school’s impressive 
sports facilities total 90 
acres, providing pupils with 
international-standard indoor 
and outdoor sports provision. 
We are also lucky to have a 
water-based hockey pitch, 3G 
rugby pitch and a netball and 
tennis dome, accompanied by 
a range of traditional courts 
including rackets, fives and 
real tennis.
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Unforgettable
experiences

Our pupils benefit from a wide 
range of trips and excursions, 
whether it’s related to their 
academic subjects, sports 
activities or co-curricular 
pursuits. 

Recent trips have ranged 
from helping with the study 
of endangered species in 
Madagascar to taking part 
in acting workshops with 
the Broadway stars in New 
York. Recent sports trips 
have included a cricket tour 
to Sri Lanka, a rugby tour to 
Chile and a hockey tour to 
Canada. During each summer 
holiday, pupils are also able 
to participate in an annual 

― Unforgettable 
experiences and 
inspirational 
challenges help our 
pupils develop into 
confident, decent, 
conscientious adults.

overseas expedition. In recent 
years, locations have included 
the Arctic Circle, Borneo, 
Ecuador and the Swiss Alps.

We run Duke of Edinburgh’s 
Award activities as well as 
Ten Tors expeditions. DofE 
challenges have included 
expeditions around the UK 
as well as in Morocco and 
Sweden. 

We are uniquely situated to 
offer many local outdoor 
activities. Dartmoor, Exmoor, 
the Avon Gorge, Mendip Hills, 
Brecon Beacons, and Forest 
of Dean are all nearby with 
a range of rivers, cliffs and 
mountains. We run kayaking 
and canoeing sessions 
throughout the year as well 
as organising white water 
rafting and surf kayaking 
trips. We also offer winter 
mountaineering trips to 
Scotland and the Cairngorm 
Mountains.
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Sport
at Clifton

It provides an environment 
where pupils can learn about 
teamwork, leadership, how 
to overcome challenges, how 
to be gracious in defeat and 
magnanimous in victory.

Pupils are encouraged to 
take part in a wide variety of 
physical activities throughout 
their time at the school. We 
offer sports to cater for all 
interests and skill levels, 
and have high-performance 
programmes that provide 

― We place equal 
importance on the 
benefits of fresh air 
and exercise, as well 
as new skills and 
interests that sport 
brings to our pupils.

opportunities for talented 
players to develop further. 

Through regular PE lessons as 
well as co-curricular options, 
the wide range of sports 
for pupils to choose from 
includes golf, fencing, archery, 
athletics, water polo and 
climbing, as well as relatively 
recent additions such as girls’ 
rugby and girls’ cricket,
which continue to grow in 
popularity.

As pupils progress through the 
school, they are encouraged 
to represent their House 
through inter-House sport 
and their school through team 
fixtures, at a range of ability 
levels. Our pupil numbers 
mean that we can field a large 
number of teams in sports 
like rugby and hockey and we 
play regular fixtures against 
neighbouring schools. U
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Rugby

Today, the sport remains 
as popular as ever and the 
College prides itself on 
the way it has embraced 
innovations from the modern 
professional game while 
retaining the sport’s core 
values. Clifton College rugby 

― There is a proud 
heritage of rugby 
at Clifton College. 
The oldest English 
schools rugby 
fixture was played 
between Clifton and 
Marlborough College 
in 1864.

coaches are all licensed by 
the RFU and attend sessions 
every year to refresh their 
coaching skills. A number of 
ex-professional players assist 
with coaching.

Matches are played on The 
Close and this historic scene 
has witnessed the triumphs of 
many players, including those 
who have gone on to become 
schoolboy international and 
professional players.

The 1st XV are regularly placed 
in the top 10 teams in the 
Daily Mail Merit League, a 
competition comprising the 
top 90 independent schools in 
England and Wales.
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Clifton has been named 
county champions many 
times and has progressed to 
the National Finals every year 
for the last 14 years. 

Girls’ hockey continues to go 
from strength to strength and, 
in terms of results, is the most 
successful team sport played 
by Clifton College. The school 

― Hockey benefits 
from Clifton’s 
international-
standard facilities as 
well as having current 
and ex-international 
players in its coaching 
team.

has produced eight schoolgirl 
internationals over the past 
10 years, both for England and 
Wales. The most successful 
has been Lily Owsley, who was 
capped for the full England 
team while still a pupil at 
Clifton and who went on to 
win a gold medal with Team 
GB at the Rio Olympics in 
2016. 

Our teams benefit from 
our wonderful training 
areas, including an Olympic 
standard water-based pitch 
and two sand-dressed 
full-sized pitches. These 
facilities have helped drive the 
standard of hockey to even 
greater heights.
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Clifton maintains a strong 
cricketing reputation 
today. The combination of 
outstanding facilities and 
experienced coaching staff 
has led to great success.

The 1st XI play cricket on The 
Close, undoubtedly one of 
the most iconic school cricket 

― As a Preparatory 
School pupil, A.E.J. 
Collins made Clifton 
College a famous 
sporting location 
throughout the 
cricketing world, 
scoring 628 not out.

Cricket
grounds in the country. 
Clifton also has strong 
links with three first class 
counties (Gloucestershire, 
Somerset and Glamorgan) 
and an increasing number 
of boys at Clifton are playing 
representative cricket in all 
three counties.

During the past few years, 
a number of Old Cliftonians 
have played first-class 
cricket for Gloucestershire 
and Glamorgan and, most 
prominently, James Kirtley 
had an extremely successful 
career with Sussex CCC and 
represented England in all 
three formats of the game.



U
pp

er
 S

ch
oo

l

⸺ 3938 ⸺

Cl
ift

on
 C

ol
le

ge

Since then, the school’s 
success and participation 
levels in netball have 
increased each year, now 
reaching regional and 
national finals most years in a 
variety of age groups.

Since 2018, Clifton has been 
proud partners with the 
superleague franchise, Severn 

― Netball has been 
played at Clifton 
College since 
1987 when the 
school became co-
educational.

Netball
Stars, hosting one of their U17 
NOVA academies. This link 
offers pupils the opportunity 
to be in a netball academy 
that is easily accessible. 

The College has excellent 
netball facilities, with a 
unique covered space known 
as the Dome at our Beggar's 
Bush sports ground. The 
Dome has been specially 
designed to enable sports 
like netball and tennis to be 
played indoors and creates 
the ideal environment for 
both coaching and matches.
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Music
at Clifton

All pupils are encouraged 
to explore their musical 
creativity, whatever the level 
of their ability. Participation 
is extremely high and there 
are many performance 
opportunities, ranging from 
the annual musical and large-
scale concerts to informal 
performance platforms.

The Joseph Cooper Music 
School provides outstanding 
facilities and is the perfect 
backdrop to a wide range of 
performances including a first 
orchestra, string orchestra, 

― Music is an integral 
part of the rich 
cultural and academic 
life on offer at Clifton.

choral society, percussion 
group, chamber choir, 
windband, saxophone group, 
harmony groups, swing, soul, 
rock and pop groups, and 
around 20 different chamber 
groups.

Our most talented pupils 
have their passion guided 
and developed by our team 
of resident and visiting Music 
teachers. As well as Oxford 
and Cambridge University, 
pupils have recently been 
offered places to study 
music at the Royal Academy 
of Music, Royal College of 
Music, Trinity Laban and 
Durham University, as well as 
Conservatoires in Europe. U
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Drama
at Clifton
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The 320-seat Redgrave 
Theatre, named after former 
pupil Sir Michael Redgrave, 
hosts more than 40 school 
and professional productions 
a year. 

Drama continues to flourish 
at Clifton and there are many 
opportunities to participate, 
both for pupils who study 
the subject academically and 
for those who simply enjoy 
performing. 

We stage an annual musical 
as well as a summer 
production and take part in 
the Shakespeare for Schools 
Festival each year. Recent 
productions have included 
Evita, Phantom of the Opera, 
School of Rock, Little Shop of 

― Clifton College 
was one of the first 
boarding schools in 
the country to have 
its own purpose-built 
theatre.

Horrors, Macbeth, Romeo and 
Juliet, Swallows and Amazons 
and Lord of the Flies. 

We offer co-curricular LAMDA 
courses which continue to 
grow in popularity. We have 
more than 120 pupils each 
year choosing to specialise 
in Public Speaking, Acting, 
Verse and Prose, or Reading 
for Performance. Sixth Form 
pupils can opt to progress 
past Grade 8 in either Acting 
or Speaking in Public with the 
PCERT LAM. 

We also benefit from strong 
links with The Tobacco 
Factory, Bristol Old Vic 
Theatre, Bristol Hippodrome 
and Shakespeare’s Globe 
Theatre.

There is a wealth of acting 
talent at the school and recent 
graduates have gone on to 
prestigious drama schools. 
Well-known Old Cliftonian 
actors include Sir Michael 
Redgrave, Sir Simon Russell 
Beale, David and Clive Swift 
and Trevor Howard. 
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Art at 
Clifton
Clifton has a very strong 
tradition in Art and some 
former Cliftonian students 
include Bloomsbury art critic 
and artist Roger Fry, famous 
St Ives School member Peter 
Lanyon and artist Henry 
Tonks. 

We are fortunate to count 
among our staff a fine 
art painter and etcher, 
a ceramicist/sculptor, a 
photographer and art 
historian.

The Art Department has 
a specialist painting and 

― At Clifton, we help 
pupils imagine the 
world in new ways.

drawing studio with access 
to a printing press and its 
own specialist sculpture and 
ceramics studio equipped 
with a kiln.

We have many talented art 
students and Cliftonians 
have won a number of 
competitions in fine art 
and photography, including 
the Senior Schools’ Art 
Competition in Bristol, which 
we have won six times in nine 
years. Many of our students 
move on to studying fine art, 
illustration, graphic design, 
architecture, interior and 
fashion design, and fashion 
journalism.
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Spiritual
development
Our magnificent Chapel sits at 
the heart of the College and 
plays an important part in 
school life. It provides an oasis 
of calm in pupils’ busy daily 
lives and forms a powerful link 
between past and present. It 
is the place where we mark 
our milestones and celebrate 
our successes, where we 
come for quiet contemplation 
or spiritual guidance. While 
the College is of an Anglican 
foundation, pupils of all faiths 
are welcome. 

For 140 years Clifton College 
has supported a vibrant 
Jewish community within 
the school and is the only 
public school with its own 

― At Clifton, we 
believe a first-rate 
education also caters 
for a pupil’s moral and 
spiritual development.

synagogue. The school’s 
relationship with the Jewish 
community dates back to 
the founding Head Master, 
John Percival, and the 
establishment of a boarding 
house for Jewish pupils in 
1878.

While there is no longer a 
separate Jewish boarding 
house at Clifton, an 
educational trust was 
established as an independent 
charitable organisation 
that provides means-tested 
scholarships and bursaries to 
Jewish children at the College. 
Jewish pupils are encouraged 
to celebrate and nurture their 
Jewish identity, not just for 
their own benefit but also to 
the benefit of the wider school 
community.
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Connected 
to the world

Located in what the poet 
Betjeman described as 
‘the handsomest suburb in 
Europe’, the school provides 
the twin advantages of being 
close to the resources of a 
thriving modern city and 
yet to some spectacular 
countryside too. The school 
itself is surrounded by more 

―     Clifton College 
is at one with 
the vibrant local 
community and 
positioned in the 
heart of the city, 
where creativity and 
commerce are in full 
view.
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than 400 acres of protected 
parkland on The Downs and 
Bristol Zoo, where sounds 
of the neighbouring animals 
become a part of the everyday 
fabric of school life. 

The College retains very 
strong community links, 
organising a large variety of 
on-site events and providing 
support for off-site events 
within the city. We have 
forged strong connections 
with Bristol businesses, 
consistently engage in music 
and theatre events, and 
provide a wide programme of 
activities for schools across 
the South West. 
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Life beyond 
Clifton
At the heart of our outstanding 
all-round education is the 
encouragement of intellectual 
development in preparation 
for entrance into some of 
the UK’s leading universities. 
Clifton assists pupils in 
achieving an Oxbridge 
places each year. Students 
are also successful in their 
applications to universities 
further afield, including 
Canada, USA, Hong Kong and 
continental Europe. 

The individuals that make 
up the Clifton community 

    The academic 
foundation and quiet 
confidence instilled 
in our pupils enables 
them to venture in 
any direction they 
choose.

continue to inspire, educate 
and appreciate each other 
in the years after Clifton. We 
focus on helping our children 
flourish as individuals by 
connecting them to our 
diverse network of Cliftonians 
all over the world. Through 
the Cliftonian Society, 
students and parents, past 
and present, maintain loyal 
links with the school as they 
network, stay informed and 
get involved, reuniting in the 
UK and across the globe.

We pride ourselves on our 
high engagement with former 
pupils and their families 
and greatly appreciate 
their input. It is fantastic 
to see the connections and 
opportunities that come to be 
made and developed within 
our Old Cliftonian community 
across the generations. 
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    Families can 
discover more about 
Clifton by attending 
one of our termly 
Open Days or by 
paying a personal 
visit. 

Admission
information

This incorporates a whole 
campus tour, a house visit and 
an opportunity to meet with 
the Director of Admissions. 
Pupils can take advantage 
of a full taster day, or taster 
night in a boarding house, to 
appreciate fully the day-to-
day life of Clifton.

For more information or 
to find out our Open Day 
dates, please visit www.
cliftoncollege.com
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Offers

Once an offer is accepted, 
we require (i) confirmation 
in writing from the parents, 
(ii) completion and return of 
the Acceptance Form and (iii) 
payment of the deposit.  A 
deposit of £1,650 is required 
for pupils where both parents 
are UK / EU citizens and 
resident within the EU.  For all 
non UK / EU pupils, a deposit 
of £11,000 is required. These 
requirements do not apply 
to pupils moving from Clifton 
College Preparatory School.  
The repayment of deposits 
is linked to the settlement of 
final fee invoices upon the 
departure of the pupil from 
Clifton College. 

Scholarships

There are scholarships at 
13+ for entry into Year 9 and 
at 16+ for entry into Year 12.  
At 13+ and 16+ the College 
offers Scholarships in Sport, 
Academic, Art, Drama and 
Music (as well as a separate 
16+ Organ Scholarship).
Scholarships are merit 
based and competed for 
via examination, audition 
or other appropriate 
assessment.  The maximum 
award for Scholarships is 25%.  
For further information and 
our scholarship application 
dates, please see our website 
at www.cliftoncollege.com or 
contact our Admissions Team.

Offers & 
Scholarships

A guide to
the process
At Clifton, we assess each 
pupil by considering potential 
along with educational 
background and profile, 
including conduct and 
attitude.

A strong recommendation 
from a current school is an 
important part of our process.

In admitting a pupil to the 
College, we want to feel sure 
that we will be able to educate 
and develop them to the best 
of their potential so that there 
is every chance that they will 
benefit from the education 
provided. 

Testing

Before testing, we will ask for 
an applicant’s recent school 
report and a handwritten 
personal statement indicating 
why they wish to study at 
Clifton. If the report satisfies 
our entry criteria, we will ask 
for a registration form to be 
completed and for a £150 non-
refundable registration fee to 
be paid.

Pupils joining the Upper 
School at age 13 (Year 9) 
from Clifton’s Preparatory 
School will sit either the Year 
8 Transfer or Scholarship 
examinations in the Summer 
Term preceding entry. 
Pupils who missed out or 

were unsuccessful at 11+ 
Scholarships may enter for 
the 13+ Scholarships.

Pupils wishing to join the 
Upper School at age 13 (Year 
9) from other schools will 
normally attend welcome 
visits in Year 5 or 6 and 
register at this point. They 
will attend a pre-assessment 
day during Lent Term in Year 
7. The pre-assessment will 
be based on an interview 
and school references only. 
Places may be offered at this 
stage and secured with a 
£650 deposit. The remaining 
£1,000 deposit is payable two 
terms before entry into Year 
9.  Pre-assessment applicants 
will sit Common Entrance in 
Year 8 or our own assessments 
and may sit Scholarship 
assessments. Results are used 
for setting purposes in Year 9.

Subject to the availability of a 
place, pupils may also apply 
in Year 8 for Year 9 entry. They 
will have an interview with the 
Director of Admissions and 
sit either our own entry tests 
(in Mathematics, Science and 
English),  Common Entrance 
or the Common Academic 
Scholarship examination. 
Pupils may also offer their 
own preparatory school 
Baccalaureate.

Pupils wishing to join the 
Upper School in Year 10 will 
be assessed by entry tests 
in English, Mathematics 
and Science. In exceptional 
circumstances places may be 
available in Year 11. 

Entry to the Sixth Form (Year 
12) for pupils both from within 
the school and from other 
schools is usually conditional 
upon achieving at least three 
grade 7s and three grade 6s 
at GCSE. The Head Master 
will review each student’s 
performance on an individual 
basis and admission to 
the Sixth Form is at their 
discretion. General places for 
Sixth Form entry are assessed 
by entry tests and interviews 
in two potential A Level 
subjects, and for international 
pupils there is also an English 
Language paper. Interviews 
are available via Skype for 
international applicants who 
are unable to attend Clifton 
College in person.
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A guide
to fees
For details of all our fees, 
please visit our website at 
www.cliftoncollege.com 

What’s included

The fees cover all the teaching 
that takes place in the 
ordinary course of education 
and all the expenses of 
practical work in the Science 
laboratories etc.

The cost of providing Learning 
Support is not included in 
the standard fees.  Some 
other costs, such as public 
examination fees (including 
re-marking) and any other 
reasonable charges, will also 
be passed on to parents.

There are some additional 
charges associated with 
House, co-curricular and other 
activities, such as certain 
games, trips and theatre 
outings.

Reduction for siblings

A reduction of the net school 
fee (but not extras) is currently 
provided to parents who 
have two or more children 
at Clifton College, excluding 
the Nursery.  The reductions, 
which are applied to the 
younger children, are 5% for 
the second child, 20% for 
the third child and 50% for 
the fourth and subsequent 
children whilst they all 
simultaneously attend the 
school.  This discount remains 
the subject of annual review.

HM Forces

The College offers a 20% 
Forces Bursary for the sons 
and daughters of serving 
members of HM Forces. 
The HM Forces Bursary 
is applicable from Year 4 
onwards.

As an English boarding school, 
Clifton College places a high 
value on the religious and 
cultural diversity brought to 
the College by its international 
pupils and we ensure they are 
fully integrated into the life of 
the College.

We are happy to receive 
enquiries from international 
families, either directly or 
through one of the many 
agencies with whom we work.  
The agencies can provide help 
with translation, entry tests 
and admissions procedures.

Pupils applying for a place 
in Years 9, 10 and 11 who 
are resident overseas will be 
asked to sit the online UKISET 
aptitude tests. This replaces 
the written papers in Maths, 
English and Science. All other 
aspects of the admissions 
process remain the same.

Our legal partner, who we 
work closely with, will be able 
to assist and guide parents 
through the Tier 4 Visa 
application process.

Information on residential 
courses, including language 
and academic preparation 
courses, can be found on our 
website.

Guardians

In cases where both parents 
of a College pupil reside 
outside mainland UK, they 
must appoint an education 
guardian to care for their 
child while they are in the 
UK.  Education guardians of 
College pupils are appointed 
solely by their parents, not 
by the College.  The College 
can accept no responsibility 
for any detriment caused by 
the failings of an education 
guardian or guardianship 
agency.  It is important to 
note that, whilst the College 
is not directly involved in the 
appointment of education 
guardians, it does regard 
their careful selection as 
an important safeguarding 
concern.  To this end, the 
College insists that parents 
arrange for the appointment 
of an education guardian 
through a professional 
agency that is registered 
with the Association for the 
Education & Guardianship 
of International Students 
(AEGIS).

International 
pupils



U
pp

er
 S

ch
oo

l

⸺ 5958 ⸺

Cl
ift

on
 C

ol
le

ge

GCSE
Subject Choices

• Ancient Greek
• Art                
• Biology
• Business
• Business (BTEC)
• Chemistry
• Classical 

Civilisation
• Computer Science
• Dance
• Design & 

Technology 
(Product Design)

• Design & 
Technology 
(Fashion and 
Textiles)

• Drama & Theatre
• Economics
• English Language
• English Literature
• French
• Geography
• German
• History
• History of Art
• Information 

Technology 
(BTEC)

• Latin
• Mandarin
• Mathematics
• Mathematics 

(Further)
• Music
• Music Technology
• Music Technology 

(BTEC)
• Philosophy
• Photography
• Physical 

Education
• Physics
• Politics
• Psychology
• Religious Studies
• Russian
• Sculpture & 

Ceramics
• Spanish
• Sport (BTEC)

    Core subjects

• English Language 
& Literature

• Mathematics
• Physics
• Biology
• Chemistry
• A modern 

language
• Personal, Social & 

Health Education

For full details of our GCSE 
curriculum, please visit 
www.cliftoncollege.com/
the-schools/upper-school/
academic/academic-
curriculum

For full details of our A Level 
curriculum, please visit 
www.cliftoncollege.com/
the-schools/upper-school/
academic/academic-
curriculum

    Subject options

• Art
• Business Studies
• Classical 

Civilisation
• Computing
• Dance
• Design & 

Technology
• Drama
• Economics 
• English as an 

Additional 
Language

• French
• Geography
• German
• History
• Latin
• Learning Support
• Mandarin
• Music
• Physical 

Education
• Religious 

Education
• Sculpture
• Spanish

A Level
Subject Choices
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Clifton College  
32 College Road 
Clifton, Bristol
BS8 3JH

T. +44 (0)117 315 7000
E. admissions@cliftoncollege.com

cliftoncollege.com

Together, 
we are 
Clifton


